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CliftonMining Company
70 West Canyon Crest Rd. Suite D

Alpine, Utah 84004
(801) 756-l4r4Fax (801) 7s6-s454

December 15. 1998

Don A. Ostler P.E.
Department of Environme'ntal Quality
Division of Water Qudtty
288 North 1460 West
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-4870

Dear Mr. Ostler,

We are in receipt ofyour letter dated December 8, 1998. By way of explanation, Clifton was

not aware of the fact that it needed any surface water permits. We were under the impression that we

were grandfathered in the pumping of the water from the Cane Springs Mine because water has been

piped and pumped from the mine for at least the last eight decades. Also given the fact that the

SeptemUei Z 7 ,-1935 Certificate of Appropriation of Water from the State of Utah directs that the

e"iess water from the tailings and mine usage be placed back into the natural drainage and this we

assume means surface discharge (please see the copy of the Certificate of Appropriation of Water from
the State of Utah attached to this letter).

There are two registered and certified water sources that come from the Cane Springs, one is

on the west and the other is on the east. The water source on the west is a free flowing source that

comes from a mine tunnel into a spliuer. The first right to the water belongs to Clifton and free flows

down to the Clifton mill for use in the mill. The second right to the water belongs to the BLM, and

from the splitter, their water then flows into a tank. The tank is used to water sheep and other animals,

both domJstic and wild. The overflow from the tank flows into the stream bed and disappears into the

sandy bottom within 500 feet of where it comes to the surface. There are a number of chucker and

othei wild birds and animals that depend on the water, drinking from it after it flows from the tank and

before it disappears into the ground.

The second registered source of water from the Cane Springs comes from a shaft that is located

on the east side. This source of water has also been used for many decades. This water source is

owned by Woodman Mining Company, which was incorporated in approximately 1894 when it began

mining from the property. In the early 1930's Woodman installed two pumps on the east side water

shaft, to pump water for the purpose of dewatering the mine and also as a secondary source of water

for the tntU u"a other purposes. The first pump at that time was pumping water into a pipe that ran

down to the mill. The other pump pumped the water into the adjacent canyon, where it ran down the

canyon and joined into the main wash that runs west of the town of Gold Hill and from thence down

onto the U.S. bombing range. The wash that comes from the west side mine tunnel also joins this same

main Gold Hill wash, and also ends up on the U.S. bombing range. Clifton and a predecessor company

(American Consolidated Mining Co.) have been using the water being pumped from the east side shaft

for almost two decades in the mill. The water has been tested many times over the years from both

sources and comes out in a condition that is clear and clean.
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The east side mine shaft water was again recently tested along with the mill tailings water, at the
request of the State of Utah, Division of Water Quahty, Ground Water Departmen! under the direction
of Kiran L. Bhayani, Lyle W. Stott, and as outlined by Mark Novak. Drinking water tests were performed
on bodr wafer sources to determine if either the mine water or mill water posed a threat to ground water.
After receiving and rwiewing tre test results, The Grotnd Water Department has daermined that neither
source poses any threat to ground water (please see the test results included with this letter).

Clifton punped a small arnorxf of water, over a few days, into the same drainage as it was pumped
rnto in tre past Clifton's only intention in pumping the water, was to determine the amount of water flow
coming into fte mine and it was determined frra frre flow is approimately 400 pm. What Clifton would
now propose to do, under the direction of all concemed, is to pump down the water level in the mine, to
apoint where abulk head may be placed in the mine, so that all the water flowing from the mine will be
in apipe, drat can be wed for the mill, agricultural or other needed uses and also so that the mine may be
put back into operation. Clifton has hired Patrick Harrison, an intemational construction company to do
the work of putting in the bulk head. They have recently successfully completed a similar job for
Kennecott, in which a mine water source was piped and is now serving usefi.rl purposes. It is estimated
thafiejob would only take a few weeks to complete, and the,n no more surface water would be pumped
from the mine.

Clifton's management apologizes for tre fact trd no surface water permit was acquired before any
pumping began. But, we were tnrder tre assunption tha we had the approval of the Department of Water
Quality in continuing to pump from the Cane Springs, for mill and other water uses and were unaware of
the fact fiat drere was a surface water division. We had made the test and ceased pumping from the shaft
long before receiving the cease and desist order from the Surface Division. We have pumped no water
from the source since the test was made and will endeavor to acquire whatever permits you deem
necessary, before we coilrme,nce any furlher surface discharge of water.

In communicating with Curt McCormick from tre EPA in Denver, he has suggested that we apply
for atemporarypumpingpermit, allowed under a contracter construction provision in Utah. You also in
our conversation suggested thd lhis may be a viable option. Please inform me of rryhat you need me to do
to comply with this provision.

Thank you for your time in this matter.

Sincerely,

William D. Moeller, President & Chairman

Enclosures
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Date:11117198

To: Clitton Mining ComPanY
attn. Bob HolladaY
7O West CanYon Crest Raod,
Alpine, UT 84004

Group #: 26239
Lab #: 98-UOO9439
Sample Desc: Cane SPring

Date Sampled: 1O/3O/98
Date Submitted: 111 2198

#D

AcceptabilitY RePort

0 .05
2
0.005

0.x
1.3
0. 015
0 .002
0.05

500

Regulatory S-amPle
Limit ResultParameter

Arsenic
Barium
Cadmium
Chloride
Chromium
CopPer
Lead
Mercury
Selenium
Silver
Sodium
Sulfatse

Units

ms/L
W/t'
mg/r'
mg/r,
w/T'
rng/L
rq;/l'
srtt/L
mst/L
rnst/L

W/I'
w/L

@*sfr)
,\ nrc t ? 1$EB 

_\-;- **-':...-,-

orv.Forusns-gy$

Time SamPled: 16:05
Time Received: 11:48

0 .030
0. 045

< o. oo1
1870
< 0.005
< 0.01
< 0.005

0 .0002
o .009
0 .00300

273.
313.

AccepEable
AccePtable
Acceptsable
Unregulated
AccePcable
Acceptable
Acceptable
AccePEabIe
AccePtabl-e
unregiulatsed
Unregulated
AccePtable
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s'nli lii{ ctrv urtn sttoI 6eo5

80, 262 l29C PHlNE
80t 26? itit Ft:(

1 _,-



.1. - ' ,-,1'i L J.l'-' -'

Date: 'l1 117 198

To: Clifton Mining ComPanY
attn. Bob Holladay
7O West CanYon Crest Raod, #D
Alpine, UT 84004

Group #: 26239
Lab #: 98-UO09439
Sample Desc: Cane SPring
Samble MatriX: DRINKING WATER
Date Sampled: 1O/3O/98
Date Submitted: 111 2198

Time Sampled:
Time Received:

16:05
1 1:48

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS

PAR:LIIETBR

INORGA}TIC PARJAI{ETERS

Bicarbonatse as HCO3, W/L
Carbonace as Co3 , trq/t
Alkalinity, Totsal (CaCO3) , v'q/L
Chloride (D), WlL
Mercury 1r), as trg, rryg/L

Sulf,ate, rlrlqg/L

Barium (T) , as Ba, W/L
Calcium (T) , as ca, rg/L
chromium(T), aE cr, tlrqJ/L

Copper (T), as cu, mg/L
Magnesium (T), aE Mgi, W/T'
PoBassium (T) , as K, rnS/t
Sodium (T), as Na, mg/L
Zinc (T), a3 Zr., rcts/L
Arsenic (T) , as As, mg/L
Cadmium (T) , as Cd, (g/L

MRL = ReporE

{genenc.rpt}

RBSIIITT

uItrD[Itll
REPORIING

LIT(IT DAIE
(IIRI.) A}IAIJYZED

LL/LL/98
LL/LL/e8
LL/LL/e8
LL/ 4/ee
LL/LL/ee
LL/ e/e8
LL/ 4/ee
:.:-/ +/ga
].L/ 4/ee
LL/ 4/9e
r:-/ slge
:.:-/ q/eg
LL/ 4/eg
LL/ 4/ee
LL/LL/ 98
LL/ 4/98

IIBTEOD .ENAI,YSI

109 1
<1 1
89 1

1,870 25
o.0002 0.0002

313 100
0.046 0.005

422 0.2
< 0.005 0.005
< 0.01 0. 01

294 0.2
8.5 0.5
273 1

0.01 0. oL
0.030 0.005

< 0.001 0.001

9 :00
9:0O
9:00

12 :30
14 :00
13 :00
1-4226
L4 226
t4:26
L4226
14:26
1-4226
14 226
]-4226
L2: O7

9:39

SM 23208
sM 23208
sM 23208
EPA 325.3
EPA 245.1
EPA 375.4
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.9
EPA 200.9

TSM
TSM
TSM
TSM
TPII
TSM
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
I,H
EG

Approved BY:

6t00 s0ulH stnAfLEn
iii? iiir cirv uux 8ltot 6eo5
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t0t 262 ii:9 FAX
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Date: 11 117 198

To: Clifton Mining ComPanY
attn. Bob Holladay
70 West CanYon Crest Raod, #D
Alpine, UT 84004

Group #; 26239
Lab #: 98-UOO9439
Samole Desc: Cane SPring
Samble Matrix: DRINKING WATER
Date Sampled: 1O/3O/98
Date Submitted: 111 2198

P}R.IIIBIBR

INORGA}TIC PARJAT.{ETERS

Lead (T), ag Pb, $q/L
Selenium (T), as Se, mg/L
Silver (T) , as Ag, ttE /L
Receiving TemPeratsure, C

MRL - RePorc deEect,ion linit'

Igcneric.rpt) 6'00 s0utH stnAfLEE
s'lii tii{ cirv urtn oltot 6eo5

80t 262 1299 PH|NE
80t 262 7378 FAX

Time Sampled: 16:05
Time Received: 1 1:48

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS

RESIIIrT

ENllttnt
REPORTING

IJITIII DATE
(ttRL) INAI.IZBD USrEOD IITAI.YST

< o. oo5 o. oo5 tt/to/ga I'o:37 EPA 200 ' 9

o.oo9 O-OO2 L:-/ 6/98 9:19 EPA 2oo'9
o.oo3o o.ooo5 LL/ 5/98 9229 EPA 200'9

6 -7 tL/ 2/98 11:48

NOTE: SamPIe received on ice.

Approved BY:

LA
EG
EG
RCG

iE Fntlet, tab6racory Director
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lo: Clifton Mining ComPanY
attn. Bob HolladaY
70 West CanYon Crest Raod, #D
Alpine, UT 84004

Group #: 26239
Lab #: 98-UOO944O
Samole Desc: Gold Hill Pond
S"mbte Matrix: DRINKING WATER
Data Sampled: 1O/3O/98
Date Submitted: 111 2198

Time Sampled: 1 6:1O
Time Received: 11:48

Date:1'1117198

uslsoD ANTIJYST

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS

I(INDISU
REPORTIITG

LIUIT DAIE
RBSULI (URL) IIIALIZEDPARAilgIER

INORGA}IIC PARJAMETERS

Bicarbonate aE IICO3, W/I'
CarbonaEe as CO3, W/L
AlkaliniEy, Total (caco3) , rrg'/L
Chloride (P), mg/L
Mercury (T), as Hgf, $g/T.
Sulf,ate, trg/L
Barium (T), aE Ba, trq/T.
Cal.cium (T), as Ca, W/I'
chromium(T), as Ctr, w/l'
copper (T), as cu, W/L
Magrresium (T) , as Mgl , tnS/L
Potsassium (T), as K, W/L
Sodium (T) , as Na, tn€t/L
Zinc (T) , a3 zta, r('/L
Arsenic (T) , as As, W/L
cadmium (T), as Cd, W/L

MRL = ReporE deEectrion limiE'

{generic.rpt)

101 1
<1 1

83 1
t,62O 23

< o.0002 0.0002
337 50

o.045 0.005
360 0.2

< 0.005 0.005
0.02 0.01
240 0.2

11.0 0-5
255 1

0.04 0.01
0.041 0.005
0.001 0.001

u/LL/ 98
LL/LL/e8
LL/LL/e8
LL/ 4/9e
LL/LL/98
LL/ elee
rL/ 4/eg
Lt/ 4/e8
],L/ 4/98
].L/ 4/eg
].'L/ 4/eg
LL/ 4/e8
LL/ 4/e8
LL/ 4/98
tL/LLle8
LL/ 4/98

SM 2320B
sM 23208
sM 2320B
EPA 325.3
EPA 245.1
EPA 375.4
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
BPA 200.?
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.7
EPA 200.9
EPA 200.9

9 :00
9:00
9: OO

12 :30
14 :00
13 :00
L4226
L4226
L4226
t4226
L4226
L4226
L4226
]-4226
L2z07

9 :39

TSM
TSM
TSM
TSM
TPII
TSM
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
EG
Ll{
lSls

6100 s0uttt stRAlLES
s'ii tiie cirv urm 8tt07 6eos

E0, 262 7299 PH1tlE
80t 262 lSis FAx

Approved BY:
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To: Clifton Mining ComPanY
attn. Bob HolladaY
70 West CanYon Crest Raod, #D
Alpine, UT 84OO4

Grouo #: 26239
Lab *: 98-UOO944O
Samole Desc: Gold Hill Pond
Samble Matrix: DRINKING WATER
Date Sampled: 10/30/98
Date Submitted: 11 I 2198

CHEMTECH.FOND
r'. .). ;'.s'!q.1.'ra, l :' A

Approved BY:

Date:11117198

6t00 s0utH srRAILEn
itTl tnxe cttY tJf AH EJt o/ 6905

80t 262 /299 PH?ttE
80t 26? 73i9 F4X

- t- ' 'lari'-

PARJNATER

INORGAIIIC PARJAIT{ETERS

Lead (T), as Pb, W/I'
Selenium (T), as Se, mg/L
silver (T) , as Ag, lttst/r.
Receiving Te[rPeraEure, C

MRL = RePorE detrecEion limit'

(generic.rpt)

CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS

RBSIIITT

UINIUI'IT
RBPORTING

Irrul DAIB
(tnt,) AIIAI.YZED ITEfEOD ENAITYET

< o.oos o.oos LLILO/98 10:37 EPA 200'9
o.oo7 o.oo2 LL/ 6/98 9:19 EPA 200'9

o.oo3o o.ooo5 :..L/ 5/9e 9:29 EPA 200'9
9 - s LL/ 2/9e 11:48

LH
BG
EG
RCG

NOTE: SamPIe received on ice'

iZi-illlet, Laboiacory Directsor
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#D

Acceptability RePort

RegulatorY
Limit

o. o5
2
o. oo5

0.1
1.3
o. 015
0.002
0 .05

500

ll

Date: 11 117 198

Time Sampled: 1 6:1 O
Time Received: 11:48

Acceptable
Acceptable
Acceptable
Ilrrregrrlatsed
Acceptable
Acceptable
Acceptable
Aceeptable
Acceptsable
UnregulaEed
Unregulated
AccepEable

6'00 s0ufH slEA|LEF
ittr ttxe ctrY tJtAH 81,07 6905

80t 262 /259 PH0ilE
80t 262 73i9 FA)(
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To: Clifton Mining ComPanY
attn. Bob Holladay
70 West CanYon Crest Raod,
Alpine, UT 84OO4

Group #: 26239
Lab #: 98-UOO944O
Sample Desc: Gold Hill Pond

Date Sampled: 1O/3O/98
Date Submitted: 11 I 2198

Parameter

Arsenic
Barium
Cadmium
Chloride
Chromium
Copper
tead
MercurY
Selenium
Silver
Sodium
SuIfaEe

Units

wl/t
mS/r.
rnrqg/r'

l'f{J/L
Iqi/L
$q/I'
rng/I'
qr/L
rng/L
Iff{J/L
mst/r,
$qlL

Sample
Result

0 .041
0 .045
o. oo1

L620
< 0.005

0 .015
< 0.005
< 0.0002

0 .007
0 .00300

255.
337 .


